
All are welcome at the Table of the Lord!   

Parking is available every Sunday 
in the Wheelock College 

parking lot next to the Rectory.

Sundays Service: 10:30am
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Annual 
Spring 
Auction 
and Dinner
Saturday, 
April 28th 
5:30 pm,
Silent Auction
7 pm, Dinner
8 pm, Live 
Auction

See page 3 
for more 
information.

Easter Flowers
Joan Young, Directress

Enclosed in this issue is a 

form to use to donate for 
Easter flowers.  Sunday, 
March 25th is the deadline for inclusion 
in the acknowledgement inserts in the 
Easter bulletins.  Flowers in church 
at Easter in memory of loved ones, to 
celebrate a milestone or to give thanks 
have always been special.  Your donations 
are appreciated and are a great help in 
making our church look its very best on 
Easter morning.  Additional forms will be 
in the bulletins and on the Ushers’ Table.

Help the Altar Guild prepare for Easter
On Saturday, April 7th at 10:00 a.m., we 
invite you to come help the Altar Guild 

Palm Sunday 
Sunday, April 1st,  10:30p.m.  
Palm Sunday Liturgy; 
distribution of Palms

Tenebrae 
Wednesday, April 4th, 7 p.m. 
A service of lessons and music

Maundy, Thursday 
Thursday April 5th, 7 p.m. 
Holy Eucharist; stripping the altar

Good Friday 
Friday, April 6th, 7 p.m.  
Good Friday Liturgy; Holy 
Communion from the Reserved  
Great Vigil of Easter 
Saturday, April 7th, 7p.m.
A service of lessons and music;  
the first Eucharist of Easter

Easter Sunday April 8th
 8 a.m.  Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist

Chamber Music Concert
Sunday, April 15th, 2 p.m. 
in the Lawrence Room.
See page 4 for more information

Music
Joshua Slater, Director of Music

Holy week is a particularly rich time 
in the Anglican choral tradition, and 
we will luxuriate in some of its most 
glorious music again this year. 

We begin with Palm Sunday, at which 
the traditional liturgy features music of 
Casals and Anerio.  Evening services 
begin the following Wednesday, April 4, 
with choral Tenebrae at 7:00, featuring 
responsories by Victoria and Palestrina 
as well as Anglican chant psalms in 
both old and new translations. Thursday 
begins the Triduum, or "Great Three 
Days" with Maundy Thursday, when we 
will bathe in a little Bach and Duruflé; 
on Good Friday we will sing short 
responsories for the austere unveiling of 

From the 
Rector
Rev. Joel M. Ives

“Back in the day:” 

that’s a popular phrase these days.  
“We did this or that,” or “how 
great and uncomplicated things 
were,” back in the day.  We can 
all share in that feeling.  Decades 

continued on page 2
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From the Rector, 
continued from the cover

ago, I used to love a good cigar as I typed 
college term papers in the wee small 
hours.  But today, I am certain without 
even asking my wife, that the sight of 
me puffing a cigar in our living room is 
something she would...frown upon...to 
put it mildly!  

Perhaps one of the downsides of “back in 
the day” talk is that it’s so easy for us to 
lapse into a kind of wistful nostalgia as 
we look back on our lives.

We pull out our class yearbook and look 
at pictures of classmates and recall the 
days when we first knew them twenty 
or so years ago.  We think about all 
the exciting, wonderfully characteristic 
things those classmates were interested 
in and the kinds of dreams they had 
and the dreams you had for them. But 
then, you may think about what those 
classmates actually did with their lives, 
or what they are doing with them now 
ten or twenty-five years later. Now I’m 
not saying it’s always sad or that when it 
seems to be sad our judgment is always 
correct, but once or twice when I have 
done this myself, sadness has been a 
large part of what I felt.   Because in the 
school I attended as in any class at any 
school, there were students who had a 
real flair, a real talent.  

Sometimes it was just their capacity 
for being so alive that they made you 
more alive just being with them.  Yet 
now, a good many years later, I have 
the feeling that more than just a few of 
them may have spent their lives at work 
in which none of these gifts are being 
used, or they may be living a life with 
neither much pleasure nor any sense of 
accomplishment  (whether or not in high 
or low-paying jobs.)  This is the dark side 
of nostalgia, because it may also be that 
we sometimes find that in some measure 

we are among them.  Choices we didn’t 
make and now wish we had; things we 
might have said or wished we hadn’t.  
Oh, to be “back in the day” and do it all 
so differently!  

Thoughts like these are important 
pathways in the season of Lent.  The 
people of Israel wandered in the desert 
with Moses, and before long they too 
nostalgically longed to be slaves in Egypt 
again!  But thankfully, there was no 
turning back.   A Christian has no need 
to be a slave to what’s past.  The longings 
of our unfilled dreams can be offered up 
to God for transformation, healing and 
new direction.  

Someone once asked Robert Frost if he 
had hope for the future: "Oh yes” he said 
“and even for the past...that it will turn 
out to have been all right for what it was. 
Something I can accept. Mistakes made 
by the self I had to be or was not able to 
be.”  I found that quote very helpful.  It 
reminded me of a chance meeting I had 
with friend who years earlier had a made 
a serious life mistake and paid dearly for 
his mistake.  After we chatted a bit, I 
dared to ask how he had learned to live 
with his past. “I fish upstream from those 
waters now,” he said.  “It’s the only way I 
can go on.”  I found that inspiring.  My 
prayer is that each of us may use this 
season of Lent to offer up to God all of 
who we are past, present for renewal, for 
grace and for fishing upstream in the 
new waters of the Holy Spirit.
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Spring Auction and Dinner
Doug Skillins 
and Caleb Stewart, Co-chairs

As you read this newsletter, efforts are 
well under way for our Tenth Annual 
Spring Auction and Dinner to be held 
on Saturday, April 28th, 2012.

Have you RSVP’d yet?  Have you 
invited friends and neighbors?

This event is always loads of fun! It is 
a great opportunity to socialize with 
fellow parishioners, and it is also a great 
way to introduce family, friends, and 
neighbors to our Church community.

The evening begins at 5:30 p.m. with 
a Silent Auction accompanied by wine 
and hors d’oeuvres.  Dinner is at 7p.m., 
followed by a Live Auction led by the 
lively Dan Smith at 8 p.m. Lisa Shaw will 
be our Chef de Cuisine again this year.

Aside from all the fun, this event is the 
most important fundraiser of the year for 
the Church, raising as much as $30,000 
each year. This is a very significant source 
of income for our church. It is critical that 
this evening be a success.

In addition to attending the event and 
inviting guests, you can also support its 

success by donating items for the silent 
and live auctions.  Please consider this 
and contact us right away if you would 
like to discuss a donation.  

prepare for Easter by polishing brass, 
sprucing up the church, and helping 
Halani work her magic with the lovely 
flowers.  A few extra hands will make our 
lovely church sparkle.  No special talent 
is needed, just a willing spirit and a bit 
of time.

Alter Guild news, 
continued from cover

Chamber Music Concert
Sunday, April 15th, 2 p.m. in the 
Lawrence Room

Parish organist Matthew Hall will be 
joined by several colleagues to perform 
music of C.P.E. Bach, W.F. Bach, and 
Haydn. Come hear a fortepiano, the 
eighteenth-century precursor to the 
modern pianoforte!

the Cross. Easter Vigil brings works of 
composers through the ages beginning 
with Palestrina, stopping by Händel, 
and ending with our own local, James 
Woodman. Easter morning will again 
feature Händel as well as Healey 
Willan. Please come! 
All evening services begin at 7:00.

Music, Joshua Slater, 
continued from front cover.

Property
Caleb Stewart, Co-chair, 
Property Committee  
Spring is here!  

After a rather quiet 

winter, and as days 
get longer, it is once 
again time to discuss projects around the 
property.

There are two major projects that have 
been on my “To Do” list for several years 
and I believe it is time we addressed 
them.   

One is rebuilding the large Roxbury 
Pudding Stone arch at the Carlton Street 

end of the cloister.  The arch is sinking!   
As it sinks, it is gradually pulling away 
from the church, cloister and Parish 
House. The longer we put off this 
work, the more likely this movement 
will cause damage to everything it is 
attached to.  If you walk in that section 
of the cloister you will see chunks of 
mortar and bits of stone that have 
popped out and landed on the floor.  At 
this stage of the decay, I do not believe 
there is danger of the large stones 
falling on someone, but I do see that as 
a real future concern.  

Because it is made of stone as opposed 
to wood or metal frame construction, I 

continued on page 4/back cover
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believe the arch needs to be dismantled stone by stone, a new 
foundation poured and the arch rebuilt.  Not an easy task.  
Years ago we received an estimate of $100K for this work.  Of 
course when we do proceed we will get multiple formal bids 
for the work.

Frankly, to-date this project has seemed insurmountable.  
However, recently a parishioner invited me for a visit and gave 
us $23K to start a fund to help pay for this much needed work!  
What a miracle!  What a blessing!  It is so heartwarming to get 
this kind of support and unasked, no less. 

The other major project on my To Do List is a new heating 
system for the Parish House (PH).  The pipes and radiators 
for the heating system in the PH date to the early 1900s 
when the building was expanded.  The actual steam boiler 
dates to the 1960s.  It is hugely inefficient; we burn oil 
like there is no tomorrow and spent $13K on oil just to 
heat the one building last year.  There is one thermostat 
for the whole building, so in order to heat one room, the 
whole building has to be heated.  It really is unconscionable 
in this day and age.  You may ask, why not put in other 
thermostats?   Steam systems are notoriously hard to zone, 
and our pipes are so corroded that if we were to make 
improvements to just the boiler, the corrosion from the 
pipes would soon damage it.  As it is, each Sunday morning 
before services I go in to the PH cellar and flush crud out of 
the system in order to buy us a little more time.

I realize that neither of these projects is terribly glamorous.  
However, they are practical and necessary!  Rebuilding 
the stone arch will prevent further damage to the adjacent 
structures, and a new heating system will end up saving us 
money on fuel immediately.  I am happy to give tours to 
people who want to see just how badly this work is needed. 

I hope that each and every parish family will consider 
supporting this much needed work.  I know I will.

Property Committee, continued from page three


